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The 'Crafting' 
Phase: 
Building Your 
Article Idea

◦ The Foundation: Building a Strong Idea and 

Research Question

◦ Identify the Research Gap.

◦ Use Mind Mapping & Brainstorming.

◦ Test Idea Feasibility.

◦ Formulate a Specific Research Question.



The 'Crafting' 
Phase: The 
Characteristics 
of Academic 
Writing

◦ Understanding the Difference: Academic vs. 

Non-Academic Writing

◦ Academic Writing: Objective, Evidence-Based, 

Formal.

◦ Non-Academic Writing: Subjective, Personal, 

Casual.

◦ Comparison of Sentence Structure and Word 
Choice.



The 'Crafting' 
Phase: 
Building Your 
First Draft and 
Structure

◦ Building the 'Craft': Creating Your Draft and 

Article Structure

◦ Just Write: Focus on getting ideas on the page.

◦ Standard Article Structure (IMRaD):

◦ Introduction

◦ Methodology

◦ Results

◦ Discussion

◦ Conclusion



The 'Crafting' 
Phase: 
Planning and 
Outlining  

◦ Planning

◦ Plan in advance to ensure a logical structure for 
your academic writing.

◦ This is more effective than trying to structure your 
work as you go.

◦ Outlining

◦ Use an essay outline to map out your main ideas 
and their organization before you begin writing.

◦ The outline should use bullet points or numbering 
for clarity at a glance.

◦ Even for short texts without headings, it's helpful 
to summarize what you'll discuss in each 
paragraph.

◦ Remember, your outline is a guide—it doesn't 
have to be final and can change as you write.



The 'Clarity' Process: A 
Two-Step Review
◦ Achieving Content Clarity: From Colleagues to Peer 

Reviewers

◦ Step 1: Unofficial Peer Review: Seek feedback from colleagues. 

They'll catch logical gaps before you submit.

◦ Step 2: Formal Peer Review: The most rigorous test of your work. 

Editors and reviewers provide an expert critique of your 
methodology, argument, and conclusions.



The 'Clarity' Process: 
Polishing the Article
◦ Beyond Peer Review: The Final Polish for Clarity

◦ Revise for Content Clarity:

◦ Conduct a "reverse" literature review to strengthen your argument and 
refine your contribution.

◦ Ensure a logical flow from your introduction to your conclusion.

◦ Revise for Language Clarity:

◦ Read your paper aloud to catch awkward phrasing.

◦ Simplify complex sentences and cut unnecessary words.

◦ Confirm that your key terms are used consistently



Conclusion: 
From Raw 

Draft to 
Polished 

Publication

Summary: The journey from 
Crafting (idea, structure) to 
Clarity (content, language) is 
a multi-layered process.

Key Message: Successful 
academic writing is a journey 
of continuous improvement.

Call to Action: Start writing 
and be patient with the 
process.
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