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Environmental Terms



Environmental Pollution

• Environmental pollution is the effect of undesirable changes in our 
surroundings that have harmful effects on plants, animals and human 
beings.

• A substance, which causes pollution, is known as pollutant.
• Pollutants can be solid, liquid or gaseous substances present in greater 

concentration than in natural abundance and are produced due to human 
activities or due to natural happenings.

• Pollutants can be degradable, like discarded vegetables which rapidly break 
down by natural processes.

• On the other hand, pollutants which are slowly degradable, remain in the 
environment in an unchanged form for many decades like DDT, plastic 
materials, heavy metals, many chemicals, nuclear wastes etc.
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Municipal waste

• Municipal waste is made up of residual 
waste, bulky waste, secondary 
materials from separate collection (e.g., 
paper and glass), household hazardous 
waste, street sweepings and litter 
collections. It is made up of materials 
such as paper, cardboard, metals, 
textiles, organics (food and garden 
waste) and wood.
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Bio-medical Waste

• Bio-medical waste” means any waste, which is generated during the 
diagnosis, treatment or immunization of human beings or animals or 
in research activities pertaining thereto or in the production or testing 
of biological research

• Around 10-25 per cent health-care waste is regarded hazardous and 
may create a variety of health risk.

• The remaining 75 to 90 per cent of the waste produced by the health –
care providers is non-risk or “general” health –care waste, 
comparable to domestic waste
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Industrial Waste

• Industrial waste is the unwanted byproduct of industrial processes. These 
processes include mining and manufacturing activities.


