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Discussion skills
 Discussion is part of public speaking skills. Discussion can

involve two to a larger group of interlocutors. In discussion,
people are expected to actively participate by expressing,
and clarifying heir opinion, agreeing or disagreeing with
other’s opinion and sometimes compromising with different
opinions to come to an agreement. This shows that having a
discussion requires some skills on the part of both speaker
and listener.
 In formal public speaking, discussion is often chaired or

moderated to ensure the smooth flow of discussion and the
balance of amount of talk among speakers.



Skills to learn today
 Expressing opinion
 Agreeing and disagreeing

Let’s look at some useful language expressions to express
opinion as well as agreeing and disagreeing with an opinion.



Expressing opinions:



Stating an opinion
Formal

informal

You know what I think... I think
that____

Wouldn't you say that_______?

Don't you agree that_______?

I'd just like to say that______

I'd like to point out that_______

In my opinion____
I think that_____
I feel that______
I believe that______





Requesting to repeat or explain

Formal

informal

I don't understand what you
mean
Would you explain that, please?

I'm sorry, but I didn't understand
your point.
Could you give an example?

What do you mean by_____?



Agreement
 Strong

 Partial

I agree in principle, but ...
I agree with you on the whole,
but it could be said that ...

 Neutral

 Strong disagreement



Disagreement

 Strong

 To soften strong disagreement

 Softening neutral
disagreement

 Neutral



 Partial (tactful) disagreement



Relevant language functions:
 - expressing agreement with a statement
 - expressing disagreement with a statement
 - inquiring about agreement and disagreement
 - requesting someone to do/say something
 - expression ignorance of a word or expression
 - paraphrasing
 - repeating what one has said
 - asking if you have been understood
 - spelling out a word or expression
 - supplying a word or expression

Excuse me, what is the English word for ....?
Excuse me, how do you say ..... in English?


